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letins of her health, and her door was besieged by anxious in-
quirers of the highest rank.
But, though so often incapacitated by illness, when able to
exert herself, Rachel found time to make some amends by
study for the deficiencies of early education. She made her-
self mistress of the grammatical difficulties of the language
whose literary gems she so splendidly interpreted. She soon
learned to write correctly, and she had been loo long accus-
tomed to the pure and classical grace of Corneille and Racine
not to express herself with elegance in conversation. This
girl, whose childhood had been spent in the haunts of poverty
and in the companionship of the illiterate, the vulgar, and
low-bred, had so keen an intuition of the proprieties of high-
toned society, so great a facility of adaptation, so ready a
tact, so quick a perception of the beautiful, that she was nev-
er out of place in the aristocratic salons into which, in the
early part of her career, she was admitted. She waa there
well-bred, gentle, and unaffected, accepting and acting the
part of a gentlewoman as though to the manner born. Her
taste was cultivated by the study of the classics, and she en-
joyed the advantage of frequenting the most refined circles, as
well as the intimacy of the most accomplished men in France.
In the salon of Mademoiselle Rachel, of which she did the
honors with the most perfect grace and tact, not only the il-
lustrious of the literary world, but the jnost eminent states-
men, the most talented politicians of the day were wont to
assemble.
Though nature and habit were thus broken in and curbed
under the yoke of will, they returned at times in full force,
justifying the proverb of " chassez le naturel il retoume au ga-
lop" Whether this was the case, or whether excess of vani-
ty or some other cause had evil-disposed the idol, it is certain
that on some occasions she behaved with excessive discour-
tesy. The following, which was related to the writer by the
chief performer in the little scene, may be relied on as a spec-
imen of her occasional shortcomings.
The niece of Ducis, Madame Victoire Babois, so well known
as the author of the admirable " Maternal Elegies," and who
had reached the advanced age of 78, was then prostrated by

